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in the blood and lungs of the guinea pig. The mechanism
which causes the liberation or accumulation of histamine in
these tissues in anaphylactic shock is unknown,
In man, death from anaphylactic shock has occurred on sev-
eral occasions as a result of the injection of foreign serum
(horse or bovine) for therapeutic purposes, as in the treatment
of diphtheria or tetanus, the patient having been sensitized at
some time previously. Milder reactions of an anaphylactoid
nature, such as skin rashes, vomiting, or circulatory disturb-
ances, are not very uncommon following the injection of for-
eign serum and are spoken of as" serum sickness/'
Allergic conditions, such as, hay fever (from the inhalation of
pollen dust), gastrointestinal upsets, rashes, etc., caused by eat-
ing certain foods by susceptible persons are anaphylactoid in
nature. Essentially similar mechanisms are involved.